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Curriculum Vitae
 
jmullis87@gmail.com

Education

Bowling Green State University, Department of American Culture Studies
· PhD (Spring 2024)
· Dissertation: “Thomas Jefferson, Cryptozoologist: The Intersection Of Science And Folklore In Early America”: http://rave.ohiolink.edu/etdc/view?acc_num=bgsu1711666880140465 

The University of North Carolina at Charlotte, Department of Religious Studies
· M.A. (Spring 2015) & B.A. Cum laude (2011)

Selected Academic Publications

Forthcoming	“Cryptozoology 101,” Fringe Science: The Intersection of Belief and Skepticism, Edited by Stephen Hupp (Routledge) 

Forthcoming 2026	“Hidden Gods and Secret Histories: The Cthulhu Mythos Fiction of Asamatsu Ken,” Eldritch Islands: Essays on the Cthulhu Mythos and Lovecraftian Horror in Japan, Edited by Drew Richardson and Michael E. Heyes (McFarland). 

December 2024	“Japanese Vampires for Christ: Vampire Media as Religious Invasion Narrative in Japan,” Theology and Vampires, Edited by Madeline Potter (Lexington Books and Fortress Academic).

[bookmark: _Hlk128584614]March 2024 	“From Cryptids to Kaijū: Exploring Heterodox Paleoscience with Godzilla,” Interdisciplinary Science Reviews, Special Issue: Conceptualizing Heterodox Palaeoscience, Edited by Richard Fallon & Edward Guimont:
	https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/03080188241234141   

February 2023	“Transmitting Madness: Julian Simpson’s Lovecraft Podcasts as Mythos Metatext,” The Medial Afterlives of H.P. Lovecraft, Edited by Max José Dreysse Passos de Cavalho & Tim Lanzendörfer (Palgrave Studies in Adaptation and Visual Culture): https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-13765-5  

August 2022	“The Lurker at the Threshold of Interpretation,” Theology and H.P. Lovecraft, Edited by Austin Freeman (Lexington Books and Fortress Academic): https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781978711709/Theology-and-H-P-Lovecraft  

April 2021	“Fear, Fairies and Fossils: The Legacy of Arthur Machen’s ‘Little People’ Stories,” Arthur Machen: Critical Essays, Edited by Antonio Sanna (Lexington Press): https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781793635464/Arthur-Machen-Critical-Essays   

February 2021	“Thomas Jefferson: The First Cryptozoologist?,” Religion, Culture, and the Monstrous: Of Gods and Monsters, Edited by Joseph Laycock and Natasha Mikles (Lexington Press): https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781793640253/Religion-Culture-and-the-Monstrous-Of-Gods-and-Monsters   

[bookmark: _Hlk179623275]March 2019	“Cryptid-Fiction! Science-Fiction and the Rise of Cryptozoology,” Paranormal and Popular-Culture: A Post-Modern Religious Landscape, Edited by Darryl Caterine and John W. Morehead (Routledge): https://www.routledge.com/The-Paranormal-and-Popular-Culture-A-Postmodern-Religious-Landscape-1st/Caterine-Morehead/p/book/9781138738577 

September 2018	“Star Wars: The Force Awakens – Ritual, Repetition, and the Responsibility of Relaying the Myth," The Myth (Re-) Awakens: Canon, Conservatism, and Fan Reception of Star Wars, Edited by John C. Lyden and Ken Derry (Wipf & Stock Publishers): https://wipfandstock.com/the-myth-awakens.html  

November 2017	“Notes from the Land of Light – Observations on Religious Elements in Ultraman,” Giant Creatures in Our World: Essays on Kaijū and American Popular Culture, Edited by Camille D.G. Mustachio and Jason Barr (McFarland Press): http://www.mcfarlandbooks.com/book-2.php?id=978-1-4766-6836-9 

Winter 2015	“Playing Games with the Great Old Ones: Ritual, Play, and Joking within the Cthulhu Mythos Fandom,” The Journal of the Fantastic in the Arts Vol. 26 No. 3

Other Publications

February 2023	“Jordan Peele’s ‘NOPE’: cryptids in the clouds?,” AIPT: https://aiptcomics.com/2023/02/08/jordan-peele-nope-cryptids-ufos-uap/ 

December 2022	“Santa’s reindeer and psychedelic urine,” AIPT: https://aiptcomics.com/2022/12/22/santa-reindeer-shaman-urine-folklore/ 

June 2020	“Ctrl+Alten+Del: How a Fight with a Critic Turned One Novel into Three,” Jaws Unmade: The Lost Sequels, Prequels, Remakes, and Rip-Offs, Edited by John LeMay (Biscep Books)
https://www.amazon.com/Jaws-Unmade-Sequels-Prequels-Rip-Offs/dp/B08BDWYLRP/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Jaws+Unmade&qid=1592938114&sr=8-1

May 2020	“Dragon, legend, or cryptid? The legacy of the Lambton Worm: A case study in folklore development,” AIPT: https://aiptcomics.com/2020/05/01/dragon-legend-or-cryptid-the-legacy-of-the-lambton-worm/ 

March 2019	“Kong in Prose: The Delos W. Lovelace novelization and other Adventures of King Kong in Print,” Kong Un-Made: The Lost Films of Skull Island, Edited by John LeMay (Bicep Books)
	https://www.amazon.com/Kong-Unmade-Films-Skull-Island/dp/179807799X 

December 2015	“Shigeru Mizuki and Kaijū,” Maser Patrol (Dec. 7, 2015): https://maserpatrol.wordpress.com/2015/12/07/guest-column-shigeru-mizuki-and-kaiju/  

February 2013	“Robot Lords of Tokyo: Lovecraftian Anime,” Lovecraft eZine (Feb. 12, 2013) http://lovecraftzine.com/2013/02/12/robot-lords-of-tokyo-lovecraftian-anime/

January 2013	“The Cthulhu Mythos in Japan,” Lovecraft eZine (Jan. 09, 2013) http://lovecraftzine.com/2013/01/09/the-cthulhu-mythos-in-japan/ 

	This article has been cited by Carl H. Sederholm and Jeffrey Andrew Weinstock in the Introduction for their edited volume The Age of Lovecraft (University of Minnesota Press, 2016).

Summer 2010	“Dinosaurs vs. Aliens: Take One!,” G-FAN #92

			“Kaiju: Beasts from the East,” G-FAN #92 

Conference Presentations 

March 2026	““Never, I know, but half your child!”: Morality, Myth, and the Monsterization of Autism and Autistic People,” co-presented with Christa Mullis, Texas State University; Gods and Monsters, Second Meeting, San Marcos, TX.   

		“Pelts or Portals: Cryptid Identity in the 21st Century,” roundtable discussion with Blake Smith, Jeb Card, and Joshua Paddison, Texas State University; Gods and Monsters, Second Meeting, San Marcos, TX.   

		Recording: https://www.patreon.com/posts/bonus-gods-2026-155134033?utm_medium=clipboard_copy&utm_source=copyLink&utm_campaign=postshare_fan&utm_content=web_share

July 2025		“From Saucers to Seijin: Japanese Ufology,” G-FEST XXX, Chicago, Illinois 

		“Tokusatsu and Tentacles: Cosmic Horror in Japan,” G-FEST XXX, Chicago, Illinois  

July 2024		“From Cryptids to Kaijū: Japanese Cryptozoology,” G-FEST XXIX, Chicago, Illinois.

August 2023	“In Search of the Unknown: The Cryptozoological Fiction of Robert W. Chambers,” The Last Tuesday Society, London, UK.

Video: https://www.thelasttuesdaysociety.org/event/in-search-of-the-unknown-the-cryptozoological-fiction-of-robert-w-chambers-justin-mullis/ 

March 2022	“The First Martian-American War (1879-98): The Reception, Modification, and Continuation of H.G. Wells’ The War of the Worlds in the US,” Ray Browne Conference for Popular Culture Studies, Annual Meeting, Bowling Green, Ohio.

November 2021	“Thomas Jefferson and the Woman-Snatching Ape,” Association for Ethnic Studies, Annual Meeting, Bowling Green, Ohio. 

July 2021		“The Witch-Cult in Weird Fiction,” Rural Gothic: Cult, Online Conference.  

Video: http://www.thefolklorepodcast.com/store/p127/RURAL_GOTHIC%3A_CULT_Video_package.html

April 2021	“Japanese Vampires for Christ: Examining the Religious and Historical Context of Japanese Vampire Media,” Popular Culture Association, Online Conference. 

July 2020		“Western Monsters Japan-Style: The Vampire, Frankenstein, and Werewolf films of Toho Studios,” Kaiju Con-Line, Online Convention. 

November 2019	“Dragons of the Prime: Interrogating Monster Taxonomy via the Conflation of Dinosaurs and Dragons,” American Academy of Religion, Annual Meeting, San Diego, California. 

July 2019		“Nessie: The Kaijū that Hammer Loched Away,” G-FEST XXV, Chicago, Illinois. 

		Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZUTpb63L_EA 

April 2019	“The Bones of Leviathan: Albert Koch and the Making of the First Creationist Museum,” University of Sheffield, Animal Studies Research Centre: Animal Remains Conference, Sheffield, UK.

		“Thomas Jefferson: Monster Hunter! – Cryptozoology and National Identity,” Texas State University; Gods and Monsters, Premier Meeting, San Marcos, TX.   

November 2017	“Fighting the War on Christmas with Krampus,” American Academy of Religion; Experimental Session: Religion and Monsters, Annual Meeting, Boston, MASS.

November 2016	“Star Wars: The Force Awakens: Ritual, Repetition, and the Responsibility of Relaying the Myth,” American Academy of Religion; Religion, Film, and Visual Culture, Annual Meeting, San Antonio, TX. 

November 2015	“Playing Games with the Great Old Ones: A Look at Ritual, Play, and ‘Recreational Religion’ within the Cthulhu Mythos Fandom,” American Academy of Religion; Religion and Science-Fiction, Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA.

October 2010	“Playing Games with the Great Old Ones: Ritual, Play, and Joking in the Cthulhu Mythos Fandom,” North Carolina Religious Studies Association: God and Other Higher Beings, Annual Meeting, Asheville, NC.
	
Video: Part 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-7zmGGw9aY&t=2s  
& Part 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1w9ygNXXms 

Interviews

Oct. 2025 – Returned to the podcast MonsterTalk to be interviewed about the role of cryptozoology, ufology, and esotericism in the second season of the hit anime series Dandadan. 

Feb. 2025 – Returned to the podcast MonsterTalk to be interviewed about the role of cryptozoology, ufology, and esotericism in the first season of the hit anime series Dandadan. 

July 2024 – Returned to the podcast MonsterTalk to be interviewed about my 2024 paper “From Cryptids to Kaijū: Exploring Heterodox Paleoscience with Godzilla.”

June 2024 – Was invited onto the podcast The Lost Valley – which explores the topic of lost worlds in fact and fiction – to discuss the film Kong: Skull Island (2017). 

July 2023 – Returned to Wide Atlantic Weird to discuss my 2019 paper “Cryptid-Fiction! Science-Fiction and the Rise of Cryptozoology.” https://podbay.fm/p/wide-atlantic-weird/e/1690572939

November 2022 – Was invited onto the podcast Wide Atlantic Weird hosted by Cian Gill to be interviewed about my research on the 19th-Century belief in fairies and its influence on speculative fiction, cryptozoology, and modern paleoanthropology: https://podbay.fm/p/wide-atlantic-weird/e/1670013199   

May 2020 – Was invited onto the podcast The Haunted Sea hosted by cryptozoologist Scott Mardis to be interviewed about my research on the cryptozoological pursuits of President Thomas Jefferson and my work on the lost 1970s Loch Ness Monster movie made by Hammer and Toho Studios:  https://tinyurl.com/ybvfyqcx  

July 2019 – Was invited onto the Parsec Award Winning podcast MonsterTalk by hosts Blake Smith and Dr. Karen Stollznow to be interviewed about my research on the cryptozoological pursuits of President Thomas Jefferson:
https://www.stitcher.com/podcast/monstertalk-22050/e/62879334 

Other Speaking Engagements

January 2023 – Was invited by the Bowling State University Browne Popular Culture Library to speak on the history of Hong Kong horror films and their relationship to Chinese politics and the paranormal.

August 2022 – Was invited by the Bowling State University Browne Popular Culture Library to deliver a talk on the Japanese horror film House (Dir. Nobuhiko Obayashi, 1977) on the occasion of the movie’s 45th-Anniversary. 

Spring 2016 – Was invited to UNC Charlotte by Dr. Barbara Thiede to speak on two occasions on the subject of Jewish demonology and occult practices for her class “Where Abracadabra Comes From (Maybe): Magic in Judaism.” 

Spring 2012 – Was invited by Heather Mearing, president of the UNC Charlotte Nihon Club, which promotes intercultural exchange between American and Japanese students, to deliver a presentation on the history of Japanese film.

Positions Held in Higher Education

Fall 2023/Spring 2024 

Instructor of Record for Bowling Green State University, OH, American Culture Studies Department. Taught the course American Cultural Pluralism which looked at American history from a multi-racial/ethnic perspective. Original supplemental readings were provided dealing with American folklore as another access point for students.  

Summer 2023	Instructor of Record for Bowling Green State University, OH, American Culture Studies Department. Designed and taught the course Alternative American Origin Stories which looked at various popular para-historical myths about the origins of the United States.   

Spring 2023	Graduate Teaching Assistant for Department of History, Environmental History, worked under Dr. Amílcar E. Challú for whom graded assignments, maintained course website, organized field trips, and for whom I prepared two original lessons delivered as class lectures.

Fall 2020 – 2022 	Graduate Teaching Assistant for Department of Theater & Film, Introduction to Film, worked under Dr. Courtland Rankin for whom I proctored exams and conducted review sessions to help students review material previously covered in class.

Spring 2017	Adjunct Professor of the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, Religious Studies Department. Designed and taught the course Western History and Culture: King Kong and the Planet of the Apes which used the King Kong and Planet of the Apes film franchises to look at 19th and 20th-Century American issues such as racism, sexism, and militarism.

	Also assisted Dr. Eric Hoenes del Pinal in the course Horror and the Holy which explored religious aspects of popular horror movies. Served as the course’s official grader.         

Fall 2016	Adjunct Professor of the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, Religious Studies Department. Designed and taught the course Religion, Culture & Dinosaurs which examined the 19th and 20th-Century obsession with dinosaurs in America, Europe and Japan and asked if the discipline of Religious Studies could help shine a light on why we find these prehistoric beasts so fascinating. 

	This class was recognized as one of the twelve most “interesting” classes being offered for the Fall 2016 semester at UNC Charlotte by Charlotte Agenda newsletter:  https://www.charlotteagenda.com/52404/12-unusual-unexpected-interesting-classes-offered-unc-charlotte/   

Spring 2015	Graduate Teaching Assistant for UNC Charlotte’s Prospect for Success program. My duties included evaluating and grading papers under Carla Eastis.

Fall 2014	Graduate Teaching Assistant for Prospect for Success, Sexing Shakespeare, worked under Dr. Kent Brintnall and Dr. Kirk Melnikoff for whom I prepared original lessons to help students review material previously covered in class.

Spring 2014	Graduate Teaching Assistant for Department of Religious Studies, Introduction to Hebrew Bible, worked under Dr. Barbara Thiede for whom I proctored exams and conducted review sessions to help students review material previously covered in class.

Fall 2013	Graduate Teaching Assistant for Department of Religious Studies, Women in the Ancient Near East, worked under Dr. Barbara Thiede for whom I prepared five original lessons delivered class lectures.

Positions Held in Public Education

Oct. 2013 to Present: Substitute Teacher for Union County Public Schools, NC

Honors and Awards

Fall 2013/Spring 2014	The University of North Carolina at Charlotte Graduate School Resident Tuition Award for outstanding work as a Graduate Teaching Assistant, $1,000

Spring 2011	Part-time Dean’s List

Spring 2010	Dean’s List

Spring 2009	Chancellor’s List

Notable Citations

June 2020	Cited at length by John LeMay in his book Cowboys & Saurians: Ice Age (2020)”: https://www.amazon.com/Cowboys-Saurians-Ice-John-LeMay/dp/1734154675/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr= 

	Cited at length by Kyle Byrd and Matt Parmley on the podcast Kaiju Transmissions in the episode “Orochi Mania with Kyle Yount!” (Episode 152): https://kaijutransmissions.podbean.com/e/orochi-mania-with-kyle-yount/  

February 2020	Cited at length by Blake Smith on the podcast In reSearch of… in the episode “Dracula: VLADdendum” (S01E16):  https://inresearchof.com/s01e16-dracula-vladdendum/ 

May 2019	Cited at length by Russ Dobler in the article “That Time a Raping Demon Appeared on Cartoon Network: The Popbawa” for the site Skeptical Inquirer: https://skepticalinquirer.org/exclusive/that-time-a-raping-demon-appeared-on-cartoon-network-the-popobawa/ 

December 2016	Cited at length by John W. Morehead in the article “Christmas and Ghost Stories” for the site Theofantastique.com: http://www.theofantastique.com/2016/12/19/christmas-and-ghost-stories/ 

November 2016	Cited at length by Stephen R. Bissette in the article “Taking it on the Shin: Hideaki Anno & Shinji Higuchi’s Shin Godzilla” in the journal Monster! Issue 31 (November 2016)
https://www.amazon.com/Monster-31-November-Tim-Paxton/dp/1539564711/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=Monster%21+Issue+31&qid=1565458291&s=books&sr=1-3 

Book Reviews

Winter 2019	Holy Monsters, Sacred Grotesques: Monstrosity and Religion in Europe and the United States (Lexington Books, 2018), edited by Michael E. Heyes, for the journal, Magic, Ritual, and Witchcraft Vol. 14, no. 3 (Univ. of Pennsylvania Press)

Summer 2010	Book Review of Killer Kaijū Monsters: Strange Beasts of Japanese Film (Harper Design, 2010), by Ivan Vartanian, G-FAN #92 

Since June 2019 I have been a regular contributing reviewer for the website Adventures in Poor Taste! My reviews typically concern books dealing with paleontology, cryptozoology, and related topics. All my reviews can be found archived here: https://www.adventuresinpoortaste.com/author/justinmullis/  

Peer Review & Editorial Positions Held

As of the summer of 2023 I have served as a peer reviewer for Routledge Books, International Journal of Communication, The Journal of Anime and Manga Studies, Aeternum: A Journal of Contemporary Gothic, and Journal of Religion and Film. I have also been an editorial consultant for Journal of Gods and Monsters since Summer 2019.   

Select Film Reviews

November 2022	“NOPE,” Kaijū Transmissions (podcast): https://podbay.fm/p/the-kaiju-transmissions-podcast/e/1669573866 

June 2019	“Godzilla: King of the Monsters,” The Film Find (podcast): https://thefilmfind.tumblr.com/post/185322392432/episode-182-godzilla-king-of-the-monsters 

July 2018		“All About Jurassic Park,” The Film Find (podcast): https://tmblr.co/Z-Xh1x2c2oOtW 

March 2018	“Pacific Rim: Uprising,” The Film Find (podcast): http://thefilmfind.tumblr.com/post/172290464172/episode-163-pacific-rim-uprising  

December 2017	“The Shape of Water,” The Film Find (podcast): http://thefilmfind.tumblr.com/post/168810139027/patreon-bonus-the-shape-of-water 

July 2017		“War for the Planet of the Apes,” The Film Find (podcast): https://tmblr.co/Z-Xh1x2OQFEIb 

March 2017	“Power Rangers (2017),” Nerd Talk Now (videocast/podcast): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUINTUV12kE

March 2017	“Kong: Skull Island,” Nerd Talk Now (videocast/podcast): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T8PdIVIFN_I  

October 2016	“Shin Godzilla,” The Film Find (podcast): https://tmblr.co/Z-Xh1x2DUvhxL 

January 2016	“Jellyfish Eyes and the work of Takashi Murakami,” Maser Patrol (podcast): https://maserpatrol.wordpress.com/2016/01/16/maser-patrol-podcast-episode-23-jellyfish-eyes-and-the-work-of-takashi-murakami/  

February 2015	“Power/Rangers (Short Film),” The Film Find (podcast): https://tmblr.co/Z-Xh1x1eVV9iz 

May 2014	“Godzilla (2014),” The Film Find (podcast): https://tmblr.co/Z-Xh1x1GHuhjy  

Scholars Talkin’ Toku

From December of 2017 to October 2018, I produced a series of interviews with various scholars working in a variety of fields who have done work on the subject of Japanese superheroes. These interviews were published by the site Henshin Justice Unlimited under the title “Scholars Talkin’ Toku.” The series is currently on hiatus:
http://henshinjustice.com/blog/tag/scholars-talking-toku/ 

Professional Memberships

· Society for the Study of the American Gothic

· Popular Culture Association 

· American Academy of Religion

· MEARCSTAPA (Monsters: the Experimental Association for the Research of Cryptozoology through Scholarly Theory And Practical Application)
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